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Rogers Plans
Costa Rican
GAS Trip

O TR

Seerefary vl State William
1. Wozers win attend the for-
eign uimsicrs  conference of
the )rganzation of American
States 1n Cosia Rica in April,
‘state departnent sources said
yeasivrday, cord oi the trip
was ciscloseu as Lie state De-
pariment demed reports that
‘{he Lniteg oiales has been en-
"sapedt o a viandestine effort
o diseredit or perhaps over-
“throw the Costa Rican govern-
ment.
© o Departuen spokesman Rob-
cort J Ve bosikev sald the alle-
i ogiiods, were espevially puz-
foline berause oi the close and
lrpjendlv resstions  between
ithe two cown tes, particularly
;
i

ldince Presideni Jose Figueres'
Yrentre i obice”
I o Caonst Hill, Chairman
tDante B. Fascell of the House,
Dinier ameriean Alfairs  sub-
Cronuntiee sand dle would hold
|hear oes o nvestigate the re-
[ poris.
taf{iaske. aoted that Costa
| Riea has genied the reports.,
i saner smorces noted that
| Houers vl 2tiend the Foreign
i Ministers  tnnference set for
(Ban Jose. tosta Kica, begin-
‘ning Apcid o+ They said Rog-
lers as no onaiis o visit any
i{)i'hl‘!‘ t.atin American‘
Feenrtry.
Phoser:

sdufed

4 1wo other trips,
w 5:s5 Spring. He is
Cevnecied (ooaiiend a meeting
of the Souiteast Asian Treaty:
(1 capezaon (sieATO) in Lon-
don formn Al 28 to May 1, to
be followed immediately by a
conierence oi ihe Cenfral
'y Coresmzation (CENTO)
lit Aunker 8 Giv May 3.

st

CRC, 3/17/2003
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COSTA RICA

_Freelance Diplomacy
* In Costa Rica’s admirable if not en-
tircly unblemished history of democratic
government, no figurc stands {aller than
diminutive (5 ft. 3 in.), scrappy Jos¢
Figueres Ferrer, 64. At the head of a rag-
tag band of rebels in 1948, “Don Pepe”
routéd a Communist military coalition
that had tried to scize power illegally.
e banned the Communist party, abol-
ished the army (Costa Rica has not
had onc since), instituted many social re-
forms and, after 18 months, restored
power to the clected President. Figuercs
was clected to the presidency in his
own right in 1953 and again last year.
Educated at M.I.T. and marricd to an
American, he became an outspoken sup-
porter of the U.S. Opponents frequently
charged, in fact, that he was too pro-
Yankee. .

With that sort of record, Pepe
. Figucres scems a most unlikely target
for a Guatemala-style plot engineered
by ClA agents and aimed at his over-
throw. Yet that is precisely what Costa
Rican officials claim has happened in
the tiny (pop. 1.700,000) Central Amer-
ican republic. They do not accuse Wash-
ington of sponsoring the scheme, but
they make no sccret of their
‘suspicions about some oflicials
who happened to be working
for the U.S.

Astonishing Question. The
plot began to take shape in
1968, when one Farl J. Wil-
liamson was assigned to the
American embassy in San José
“as a political oflicer. William-
son, 55, also served as ClA sta-
tion chief. While he was at-
tached to the U.S. embassy in
Havana during the Batista era,
he had married the vivacious
niece of a wealthy Cuban sug- b, ..

e

LRl S

ar baron. The Williamsons

movced in wealthy San José cir- 23 b
cles, where Pcpe Figueres was .«
considered a “Communist” by - *

some because of his social re-

forms. Williamson and his wife

made no cffort to hide their dis-

like for the President—rparticularly after
Don Pepe, having already cstablished re-
lations with Rumania, Bulgaria and Hun-
gary, moved to exchange ambassadors
. with the Soviet Union as well. (Costa
Rica has been sclling its surplus collce
to the Russians for U.S. dollars for
. two years.)

Last October the Costa Rlczm gov-
ernment received intelligence reports
that Williamson was '1ctwc1y abetting a
right-wing antigovernment plot. The
State Department was asked to- quictly
arrange his transfer. Nothing was done.

Shortly after New Yecar’s, Costa Ri-
can Ambassador to Washington Rafacl
A. Zaniga visited Assistant Secretary
. of State Charles Meyer and bluntly
. asked: “Is the U.S. plotting the ov;r-

hrow of Pepe?”’ Meyer ex
aaq 2005/84l2s

pproved o

Department Troubleshooter C. Allan
Stewart was dispatched to San José.
Still Williainson was not recalled.

Fully expecling a coup in early Jan-
uary. Figueres’ government put the
3,000-man civil gmrd on full alert. Con-
tingency plans called for Figucres fo be
whisked to the hills to protect him
from assassination. The coup did not
come off, but the following weck San.
José once again requested Williamison’s
recall. Last week the CiA man and his
wife finally departed. At the same time,
Ambassador Walter C. Ploeser, a con-
servative former insurance cxecutive,
began cutting the AID program’s per-
sonnel and {rimming the Pcace Corps
(though Costa Ricans wanted it cxpand-
cd). He also says he plans to boost se-
curity personnel to maintain surveillance
of the Russians when they come.

Overzealous Actions. Washington
sources suggest that Figueres engincered
the whole plot story to get rid of Wil-
liumson and Ploeser, a Nixon appointee.
Don Pepe is, after all, an emotional
man; only two weeks ago, he slapped a
student for razzing him.

In Washington, Williamson was or-
dered to make no comment on the sit-
uation. Ploeser may indeed be recalled
before long—but at Toggy Bottom’s
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FIGUERES AFTER 1970 VICTORY
A most unlikely target.

—iollWl Tk C meam A

pleasure, not Don Pepe’s. And a House
Forcign Affairs subcommittee, after a
closed hearing, found no evidence that
the U.S. Government had “attempted
to overthrow” the Figueres government,
although it .did cite “overzealous ac-
tions” by unnamed officials. .

Onc U.S. embassy official in San
José¢ blamed the Administration’s ex-
ceptionally low profile in Latin America
far the diplomatic debacle. “We are float-
ing in the policy of no policy,” he said,
“and a lot of guys start to freclance.”
To raise the profile a bit, Secretary of
State William Rpgers will be going to
San José next month to attend the
Latin American Foreign Ministers con-
ference. For his part, Don Pepe has
askcd the Russians, who were scheduled

cn their embasg this wegk, to
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ABRDRA3B002 6R0003ooo1%bo1-7

'&IA-RDP73B00296R000300010001-7




Tr UIPLGHAT (2oid

‘ﬁxﬁ"hlﬂal(i‘v} f “Eﬁo "3” P RN
Gido L

Govhrdd
B

Ly .npﬂfi.,gvar ird
1:!1":3.?\:)] Tnk COSTR R EPTa |
ARTYLY 2?0”!
ani' Lu[]l‘ PIC!
!i&LTF’.
tlf
;J Bf

- “*‘JL A,-;i‘ LY IF lli' e
‘ﬁgTIVE?ia& aarll 81
; .aot.[’ir 'xg‘f”ﬁqﬁi ;’5’} tb 4. ;

Y ABERICGEN GF! 1*’ iaL LR

llwo :
A 1EHT

‘}"\f;a, RV WP B
li.i Tival Leseo
UFY h,',lt!LfE-v< it
SOTe av0rd4.3 FQO
“% ;.f“ PLANYE G REFUR.
P ovoR 1:?"/3;-‘

S84 ,
[ IR

Approved For Release 2005/04/28 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000300010001-7

;\‘kz

vE b*:%!'?'dia Pur ik
l f‘? .;‘H‘di r‘ i [Ff.}‘_ ‘qu :'1 f‘.x E

1o

i“UlLVE
#ﬁéﬂ

-t

P : -"“n\‘

Lﬁgggo-ved For Release 2005/04/28 : CIA-RDP73800296R00030001000:‘7"! ~

Lol I'l 13‘
Ceob iR LEENT

. .JU"".»
S I AN

Lot DEMLE

S iy
[P STEDIE LS BN S ST LIPLO AT TO
Pofe oy o TIE#FTLD COUP Laad
in;c;x“ iCe, CME LF TRE 4D
TR E ¢ FRE G LNVGLYED 1§ .
PhiD gov gy o G BTE RICA, (Aim) .
SN ER T sT-y " ‘CﬂL&jKEY
Pl el the o ket I POLLITICAL
TEY SRR VR O R hllLazﬂ»‘“
: SULTATTL WLTH 2 o

Loavo wi

oL ILEL TQ ta
. . U InAT Tro
o LeNURVER

PPORTAENT TULe v
WTTENPTAD L 6§
Flol 1d

uWE L
'i;"“.’" A%rf )ﬁ¢




-7 Coska Uy

.Approved For Release 2005/04/28 :

15§

" Exelusive statement from Cesie Ricy

¥ g
A

[~

fEspidiiira M VALLY NEWQ

£,
4-*‘,“

B i

CIA-RDP73B00296R000300010001-7

-

~ Figueres denies break with U.S.

By VIRGINIA PREWETT

LOSTA RICA'S President
Jose Figueres, in an exclusive
‘statement, informs me, there
is no truth to wide spread ru- |
. ~mors of a serious break in re- |
- lations between - his' country %
‘and our government, \

. One specific rumor is that ™

-our CIA was caught plotting -~

" to overthrow him because he !
“&llegedly has gone “‘soft'” on |
communism, ‘“‘Don Pepe” —
as rmany call him - happens to be the only
Latin Americam president who has aclually

- led liberal forces to victory over communists
in a military test. -

. President Figueres told me In a message
phoned from San Jose at my request that
" there is “nothing to’ reports of a U.S.-Costa
. Rican estrangement. He said he and his for-
_ cign minister, Gonzaloe Faclo, had dinner this
week “‘most cordially’” with our Ambassador

//m‘“\

4 N

Walter Ploeser, whose recall Don Pepe was

rumored to have requested.

President Figueres said he is planning a

- well-publicized trip with Ambassador Ploescr

to visit the Turrialba Agricultural Institute, to

contradict rumors. lis ambassador to Wash-

- ington, Rafael A. Zuniger, was intermediary in
the phone exchange. o .

7 RUMORE IN SAN JOSE

The Costa Rican president admitted that

~“‘unpleasant rumors™ have been rife in San
- Jose since December. Rep. Dante Fascell, D-

Fla., heard them on his visit there two weeks .

ago —~-and heard ther downgradad. But when
they burst into the Latin American press this
" week, both he and Sen. Frank Church, chair-
man of eur Senate Foreign Relations Subcom-
mittee on the Hemisphere, deplored any possi-
bility that our government might bring strong
pressure-against President Figueres.

Rep. Fascell, now unfortunately hospitalized
with a broken arm, very properly asked the
‘House I'oreign Affairs Subcommittee on
Inter-American Affairs, of which he is ¢hair-
‘man, to invite Assistant Secretary of State
Charles A. Meyer and his deputy, Robert Hur-
witch, te brief it in a closed session on Feb, 11,

What transpires is that there was no plot,
but some qverzealous pressure by two mem-
tbers of ‘Ambassador Ploeser’s San Jose staff
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egainst Don Pepe's new commercial relations
vith communist countries. There apparently is
a division of viewpoint within the U.S. embage
sy staff, . :

CIA GETS INTO 1T

By the time behind-scenes disagreaments in
this area went thru the rumor mills, TFirst
Secretary Earle Williamson of our San Jose
embassy was accused of being a CIA agent
plotting to overthrow Don Pepe. Mr, William-
sonr has received orders to move to another
post, ’

‘this rumor is so damaging to both the CiA
and to the U.S, that it could not be contained.
1t has been propagated by Don Pepe's foes as
well as his friends. '

The situation i loaded with irony. Brazil,
Columbia and other Latin American govern-
ments have made barter and other deals with
Russia without such incidents. Don Pepe’s con-
servative predecessor in the presidency ac-
tually began the new commercial deals with -
Russia, o ' :

Alsa, President Figueres and his Foreign
Minister Gonzalo Casro as the father of politi.
cal terrorism now shaking many countries, And
rarely a week goes by without & verbal assauvit
over the air-waves from Fidel Castro against
Don Pepe, charging him of plotting to iavade

. Cuba — with help from the CIA.
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(COSTA RICA)

VASHINGTON--THE STATE DEPRTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT EARL
WILLIAMSON, REPUTED CIA AGENT SAID TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN

AN ALLEGED PLOT AGAINST PRESIDENT JOSE FIGUERES OF COSTA RICA, W3S
RETURNING TO WASHINGTN NEXT MONTH. . |

THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE BY STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ROBERT
J. MCCLOSKEY. HE DECLINED TO SPECULATE ON THE REASONS FOR WILLIaMSON'S
RECALL. A v o .

A0TH THE U.S, AND THE COSTA RICAN GOVERNMENT HAVE DENIED ANY . .
TNVOLMENT BY EITHER THE U.S. EMBASSY IN SAN JOSE OR THE CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (CIA) IN AN ALLEGED PLOT TO OVERTHROW
PRESIDENT FIGUERES,

n-11~-TS350PES

tomment Goodwin, Maury and CSDO have copies.

[hiese comments represent the initial and tentative reaction of the Office
S Carrent Intelhgence 1o the attached itom fram the news services,
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U.5. Recalls

Ty BEMNIATAYN WELLES
Speclal to Tz New Yoik Times
WASHINGTON, Feb, 10 —-
The " United States is quietly
withdrawing from ‘Costa Rica,
Earl Williamons, its Central In-
telligence ‘Agency station chief
there, in a compromise move to
:placate President Jose Figueres
Ferrer. ' ’ )
Mr, .Williamson’s - impending
transfer after two and a half
years -—— a relatively brief tour
of duty for Central Intelligence
Agency personnel overseas —
follows press charges with the

C.LA. wag involved in “rumors|

of an attempt to overthrow”
iPresident Figueres,

Alter a privale briefing to-
day by Charles Appleton Meyer,
Assistant Secretary of State
for Inter-Aimnerican -Affairs, a
IHouse Toreizn Affairs subcom-
mitlee declaréd thst there was
“no foundation for the charge
that the United States Gavern-
inent had been involved in any
attempt to overthrow the Gov-
ernment of President Figueres.”
It - noted that *Mr. Figueres,
himself, denied the evidence
of any coup or involvement,”

“Personality Conflicts’®

The head of the subcommit-
ice, Representative Johin 8. Mon-
agan, Democrat of Connecticut,
attributed the widespread pub-
licity in the Latin Awmerican
press and in The Mizmi Her-
ald ‘to “personality coufticts”
between United States Ambas-
sador Walter C. Ploeser, a po-
litical appoinice, and his em-
bassy staff =ud to “overzeal-
ous “actions™ Ly some United
States officidis, whom he did
not name, - S
President Figueres said in &
telephone interview yesterday
that - the accnsations against
Mr. Williamsorr and his CJ.A.
station had come from people

prove it.” He denied allezations
of United States complicity in
a plot and said that he and
Mr, Ploeser “are on very. good
terms.” - : :

3
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in Costz Rica “who never could}

C.LA. Chicf in Costa Rica

Yresident Figucrcs satd that
Mr., Williamsen end hiz Cuban
wife held political views *“dis-
tinct from that of the Gov-
ernment, but that’s their priv-
ilege.” Other sources said that
Mr. . Williamson had expressed
disapproval of the Figueres
Government's plans to renew
diplomatic relations with the
Sovict Union. A Soviet mission
to Costa Rica would be the first
in Centre! Amierica,

“This ciploraatic recognition
in no way shakes our loyalty
to the United Stators or ta the
democratic cauze,” Mr. Figueres
said, “People everywhere ‘are

2005/04/28 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000300010001-7

tired of the cold war, Russia
controls half .of Europe, and we'
want -t0c make the Russians
drink coffee instead of tea.”
In the past two years the
Soviet Union has bought $10-
million worth of coffee fiom
Costa Rica, a country of 1.6
million people with an average
annual income of $600, This
economic offensive has crealed
widespread divisions in Costa
Rica and has also disturbed
United States officials,
Secretary of State William
P. Rogers is due to attend a
hemisphere meeting of foreign
ministers al San José, Costa
Rica, on April 14,

———
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CONFIDENTIAL
JOURNAL
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

Thursday - 11 February 1971

1. Met with Representative Robert
McClory (R., IlI.) in response to his inquiry concerning the application
of a former Agency emplovyee, | | as a secretary on

his staff. I informed him that her record was entirely favorabie and
that she had applied for reemployment and will probably be rehired
should she accept. He stated he would probably offer Miss O'Brien
the job and let her decide which job she wanted. Coordinated with
Personnel and Security and verified her past employment which was
completely favorable.

2. I left a suggested reply with
Miss Margaret otack, in the oifice of Representative Joseph Minish
(D., N.J.), concerning the request for assistance to locate the
brother of a constituent. I informed her that appropriate inquiries
had been conducted with the Agency and Air America and that the
brother of the constituent was not associated with either organization.
I explained the wording in the suggested reply and Miss Stack stated
she understood and the letter to the constituent would be phrased
accordingly.

Mr. Reid seemed to appreciate our problem and offered to try to be
helpful in resolving it. See Memo for Record.

4, | | Accompanied]| | WH Division,
to brief Pat Holt, Senate Foreign Relations Committee staff, in response
to his request for information about recent developments in Costa Rica and
possible Agency involvement therein. Mr. Holt apparently accopred our
assurances that despite press reports to the contrary the Agency was in

no way involved in any plot against President Figueres. See |

Memo for Record. ‘

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

JOURNAL
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

Wednesday - 10 February 1971

1. | | Joan Spaulding, in the office of
Representative Ogden R. Reid (R., N.Y.), called to ask if Mr. Reid
could be briefed tomorrow on the problem of our Radios. Afte-
checking with Cord Meyer, I called back to say that Mr. Meyer and
I would meet with Mr. Reid at 3:00 p. m.

Called Pat Holt, Senate Foreign
Relations Comimnittee stafy, and in view of Mr. Holt's tight schedule

agreed that we would postpone our briefing on:Costa Rica until
tomorrow at 11:00 a. m.

3. Mr. J. Sourwine, Chief Ccunsel,
Senate Subcommoittee on Internal Security, called to recuest a caony

4, Mrs. Ludden, Representative
Robert McClory's (R., 1I1,) office, called to verify the prior Agency
employment of | | who was applying for a secretarial
job on the Representative's staff. I informed her that our records
would be reviewed and she will be advised shortly,

5. Mrs, Susan Hamilton, Office
of Representative Petfer Frelinghuysen (R., N,J.), called advising
receipt of a letter from a constituent which severely criticized CIA,
The letter posed many questions as to funding, congressional oversight,
etc. Mrs., Hamilton did not feel that the letter warranted referral to
us for reply and sought guidance as to how to handle it. It sufficed if
we would furnish her with a copy of our standard publication on the
Agency which she would send to the constituent, She did not fee! it
necessary that we prepare a suggested reply.

CONFIDENTIAL
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